
 

It’s a mostly empty five-acre lot. 
There are a few scraggly al-
mond trees that hint at the or-
chards that once covered all of 
the west side of Chico. Nothing 
much to look at – yet. 
 
However, thanks to the gener-
osity of a local resident who 
wishes to remain anonymous, 
on January 1 of this year owner-
ship of the land transferred to 
CHAT. Someday, the property 
will be the site of housing. CHAT 
is working on a number of pos-
sibilities for the site, but even-
tually it will be a place currently 
unhoused people can call 
home.  
 
CHAT Vice President Bob 
Trausch has been working with 
two local builders, an architect, 
and an engineer, some of whom 
were key in making the dona-
tion happen. These profession-
als have helped CHAT connect 
with Butte County and the State 
of California regarding permits 
and regulations, as well as con-
tacting neighboring businesses. 
 
“It’s incredible how generous 
the community is in helping 
CHAT,” Bob says. “Thanks to 
this individual who wanted to 
help the community by do-
nating this land, we will be able 
to provide more housing.” 
 
It will take some time to realize 
the possibilities the property 

GREAT NEWS – CHAT RECEIVES FIVE-ACRE LAND DONATION!  

An anonymous donor has given CHAT this five-acre parcel of land on which to build per-
manent housing. Photos by Elizabeth Young 

represents to ease the suffering 
of unhouse people. Currently, 
CHAT is heavily engaged in finish-
ing construction of Everhart Vil-
lage (for unhoused people with 
behavioral health diagnoses). 

“We want to do something special 
with this property, and we want to 
include homes for people with dis-
abilities,” Bob says. “As we contin-
ue planning, more information will 
be coming. Stay tuned!”  

CHAT volunteer and former Board member Nancy Park checks out the property.  
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more cost effective than relying on emergency ser-
vices. We continue to house more than 200 people 
on an ongoing basis. CHAT is dedicated to finding in-
novative solutions to end homelessness in our com-
munity. 
 
So many projects are in process, creating multiple op-
portunities to bring people inside. CHAT is an incredi-
ble incubator for collaboration and innovation. Inside 
and outside CHAT, so many people contribute their 
strengths and dedication to support our community 
with innovative solutions. The staff and volunteers 
connected with CHAT bring passion, expertise, and 
dedication. Partnering with contractors, faith organi-
zations, other nonprofits, and government agencies 
makes for real solutions for our local unhoused com-
munity. 
 
Thank you for being interested enough in our work to 
read through this publication. If you have thoughts, 
questions, or want to get involved please call, email, 
or look us up on our website, https://
www.chicohousingactionteam.net/.  

REDEDICATING OUR EFFORTS 
AS WE BEGIN THE NEW YEAR 

Shorter days bring more opportunity for intro-
spection and reflection. How do we focus our 
time? Do we focus on problems or solutions? 
What power do we have to make a difference?  
When we focus our attention on solutions, love, 
and compassion we all have the opportunity to 
make the world a better place. Life is precious 
and it is a choice to dedicate time toward the 
betterment of humanity.  
 

Winter rains bring much needed water to the 
earth. Unfortunately, it also slows construction.  
Despite the temporary delay, we can see the 
clear path forward to Everhart Village getting to 
the point where our 20 sleeping cabins are full of 
villagers getting the best sleep they have had in a 
long time. Sleep and safety help provide a foun-
dation for stabilizing mental health. We look for-
ward to our grand opening where we can share 
this true labor of love. 
 

Over the past year, CHAT has grown as an organi-
zation to increase our ability to serve more peo-
ple. We have a solid foundation and operations to 
take on even bigger projects in 2023. In addition 
to Everhart Village, our focus has been on pur-
chasing homes, which ensures permanency for 
our residents, the ability to keep rents affordable, 
and contributes to the financial sustainability of 
the organization. We now own 10 residential 
properties that contain a total of 26 living units. 
 

The support of private donations has allowed us 
to secure properties that are then eligible for 
grant funding to support the full purchase price. 
This ability to blend multiple funding sources to 
make things happen is a strength of CHAT’s. 
 

The research is very clear that supporting some-
one to be housed is not only humane but is much 

By Nicole Drummond 
CHAT Executive Director 

CHAT Executive Director Nicole Drummond.  
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(Continued on page 6) 

 CHAT HOSTS MEETING OF REGIONAL HOUSING ORGANIZATIONS  
 

CHAT Co-Founder and Vice President Bob Trausch (center) shares ideas with Jason Christensen 
of Sleep Trailer LLC in Eugene, OR (right) and Dave Hollingsworth (left) of Community Support-
ed Shelters, also in Eugene. Dave used to be a CHAT volunteer and has continued his housing 
work in Oregon.  

Ali Meders-Knight of the Mechoopda Tribe shares indigenous 
perspectives on housing and shelter.  

On November 12, 2022, housing activists from North-
ern California and Oregon came together in Chico for 
a Regional Housing Summit. 

The organizers, from CHAT and Home & Heart, 
invited people from a variety of organizations to 
discuss innovative housing solutions to homeless-
ness. The summit included 11 different present-
ers, each bringing their own unique perspectives 
and ideas as to how to tackle the complexities of 
the housing crisis. 
 
Presenters included: Amber Abney-Bass from The 
Jesus Center (Chico); Betty Chinn from the Betty 
Kwan Chinn Homeless Foundation (Humboldt 
County, CA); Dave Hollingsworth from Community 
Supported Shelters (Eugene, OR); Nezzie Wade 
from Affordable Homeless Housing Alternatives 
(Humboldt County, CA); Jason Christensen from 
Sleep Trailer LLC (Eugene, OR); Sierra Schmidt and 
Cathryn Carkhuff from Home & Heart (Chico); Ju-
lie Andre from Northcoast Homeshare (Humboldt 
County, CA); Matthew Gile from Emergent 3D 
(Redding, CA); Arlin Mendoza and Dominic from 
Forever Tiny Homes (Cottonwood, CA); and CHAT 
Executive Director Nicole Drummond. 

Valuable perspectives 
from indigenous people 
were provided by Ali 
Meders-Knight, of the 
Mechoopda Tribe 
(Chico Traditional Eco-
logical Stewardship Pro-
gram – TEK), and by her 
TEK colleague Mel 
Figueroa, who present-
ed information about 
cob housing. 
 

From information about 
3-D printing to pallet 
shelters, sleep trailers, 
home sharing, and tiny 
houses, this summit 
covered many possibili-
ties. Activists were able 
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Heavy rainfall in January has been welcomed as 
vital to easing California’s drought. Unfortu-
nately, it has also slowed the construction 
schedule for Everhart Village. 
 

However, the grand opening is within sight, just 
moved from some time in early spring to late 
spring / early summer. June 2023 is the latest 
estimate. CHAT is planning a celebration for 
that long-awaited day. 
 

Before the rains came significant progress was 
made. Sewer trenching is complete and the wa-
ter system is almost done. Electrical plans were 
approved, with the next order of business to 
trench and place all of the conduits for electric 
lines. 
 

Meanwhile, dedicated volunteers continued to 
add the finishing touches to the village’s sleep-
ing cabins, currently located off-site. Ken Dick-
son has done an incredible job in donating his 
time to lead volunteer work days and ensuring 
the cabins are ready to be lived in as soon as 
the infrastructure construction at the site is 
complete. 
 

If you haven’t heard about it yet, Everhart Vil-
lage, is an innovative program that is a collabo-
ration between CHAT and Butte County Behav-
ioral Health (BCBH). People currently living on 
the street with mental illnesses will be able to 
come live in the village while receiving treat-
ment from the BCBH staff. The village is con-
veniently located near Behavioral Health ser-
vices in Chico. 
 

CHAT will operate the village, provide security, 
and coordinate social services. Each resident 
will have their own sleeping cabin, which will 
provide shelter, heat, air conditioning, and a 
lock to secure their belongings.  

STORMS SLOW EVERHART  
CONSTRUCTION, OPENING  
SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 2023  

 

Trenching in progress at the Everhart Village site, before 
heavy rains slowed construction.  
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cakes. This is a fun, communi-
ty event for the entire family, 
as there will be an Easter egg 
hunt for the children. On this 
page is a flyer with more de-
tails. 
 
To give to CHAT online by deb-
it or credit card, please go to 
our website, 
www.chicohousingactionteam
.net/, and click on the 
“Donate” button. You will 

We are constantly amazed and 
gratified by the generosity of 
our supporters. It’s people like 
you who are lessening human 
suffering, one resident at a 
time, with your donations. 
 
Thanks to you, CHAT now hous-
es over 200 people – who likely 
would otherwise be homeless – 
in 75 residences (rooms, apart-
ments, houses) around Chico. 
This includes special housing for 
veterans, families, people with 
mental illness diagnoses, col-
lege students, and Camp Fire 
survivors. Private donations 
have been the lifeblood of our 
Everhart Village project, now 
under construction and sched-
uled to open later this year (see 
article on page 4). 
 
Fundraising during the height of 
the Covid pandemic presented a 
challenge, as we were unable to 
hold our popular “tribute” con-
cert fundraising events. That’s 
why we were excited to start 
our “Pancakes for CHAT” Easter 
fundraiser last year. And it’s 
why we’re just as excited to 
bring back “Pancakes for CHAT” 
this year. 
 

The “Pancakes” event will again 
take place at the CARD Commu-
nity Center, at 545 Vallombrosa 
Ave. in Chico, on Easter Sunday, 
April 9, 2023. We’ll serve organ-
ic eggs, fruit, real maple syrup, 
sausages and – of course – pan-

YOU MAKE IT 
ALL POSSIBLE  

have the option to make a one-
time donation or to set up 
monthly giving, with the 
amount of your choosing taken 
out of your credit or debit ac-
count on the same day each 
month. If you prefer to give by 
check or money order, please 
mail it to us at PO Box 4868, 
Chico, CA 95927. 
 

Please consider becoming a 
monthly donor. Supporters who 

http://www.chicohousingactionteam.net/
http://www.chicohousingactionteam.net/
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to share what they are doing in their communities 
and make connections with folks who are utilizing 
other unique solutions. They could then bring back 
these ideas to share with their own community 
members. 
 

Everyone shared a common understanding that 
there is no one solution to homelessness. Instead, 
there are endless approaches to this complicated 
societal issue. It was apparent that many other 
communities besides Chico are faced with the 
harsh realities of housing crises. It was incredibly 
inspiring to hear from so many passionate, dedi-
cated individuals who are devoting their lives to 
helping others get housed. It is expected that the 
Regional Housing Summit will take place again and 
will be open to the community next year. 
 

Home & Heart and CHAT want to send our ut-
most gratitude to everyone who participated in 
this event, St. John's Episcopal Church in Chico 
for generously providing the venue as well as 
lunch for all the summit participants, and Stoble 
Coffee in Chico for donating coffee.  

HOUSING SUMMIT  

DONATING TO CHAT  

give monthly provide CHAT with a reliable source 
of income. Their generous support has become an 
important part of our fiscal health and our ability 
to continue our work. 
 

Please accept our deepest gratitude for your do-
nations to CHAT. It is only because of you that we 
can continue to provide hope and housing to our 
fellow Chico residents.  

HOUSING CHICO STATE STUDENTS  

Dylan shows the keys to his new home. CHAT’S 
Redwood Housing Program, a collaboration 
with California State University, Chico, pro-
vides homes for students who are unhoused.  

PHOTO TO THE RIGHT - Families in CHAT’s HUSH 
program gather to make gingerbread houses in De-
cember. HUSH Manager Sharice Atkins provides spe-
cial events to residents of this program for families. 
Last spring, she hosted a Mother’s Day lunch to hon-
or the program’s moms. 

HUSH PROGRAM SUPPORTS FAMILIES  
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WHO WE ARE 
 

Chico Housing Action Team (CHAT) is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) 
organization, 530-399-3965, PO Box 4868, Chico CA, 95927, 
info@chicohousingactionteam.net  
Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/
chicohousingactionteam/ 
Website: www.chicohousingactionteam.net/  
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/
chico_housing_action_team/ 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/ChicoHousAction 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCd_dDVqD5w2mwRfjHZub3dQ 
 

CHAT Staff 
Administration Team 
Nicole Drummond (Executive Director), Jennifer Haffner 
(Associate Director), Hannah Booth (Volunteer Coordinator), 
Caitlin Davis-Rivers (Grants Manager), Kris Evins (Property Man-
ager), Matt Ferren (Accounting Assistant), Yesenia Gallegos 
(Data Coordinator), Amanda Gaylord (Property Management 
Field Liaison), Sarah Graham (Director of Finance-
Development), Jennifer Hendrick (Assistant Property Manager), 
Leslie Johnson (Assistant Director), Jamie Lynch (Accountant), 
Theresa O’Connor (Communications Manager), Amanda Starkey 
(Office Manager) 
Resident Support 
Amber Benedict (Social Services Director), Sharice Atkins (HUSH 
Program Manager), Jessica Diaz (Wildflower Housing Support 
Coordinator), Pedro Esparza (Housing Support Coordinator), 
Bryan Hester (Housing Support Coordinator), Sawyere Lamonta-
gne (Housing Support Coordinator), Izzy Lashley (Housing Sup-
port Supervisor), Jericka Roshell-Carson (Housing Support Coor-
dinator), Angel Taylor (Lead Housing Support Coordinator), Cas-
si White (Redwood Housing Case Manager), Norma Wilcox 
(Harmony House / Mental Health). 
Everhart Village 
Doug Calbreath (Volunteer Electrician), Ken Dickson (Volunteer 
Construction Coordinator), Gary Lee (Construction Manager), 
Janice Lee (Volunteer Plan Designer), Caitlyn Patterson 
(Program Manager) 
CHAMP Team 
Jesica Giannola (Case Manager), Jess Hiller (Case Manager) 
Maintenance Team 
Arrow Jordan (Maintenance / Construction Worker), Mason 
Benedict (Warehouse Support Staff)  
Contracted Videographers 
Stacey Wear & Gerard Ungerman, AKA Respectful Revolution 
 

CHAT Board of Directors: 
Ron Aker, Leslie Johnson (President), Joaquin Jordan, Linda 
MacMichael (Secretary), Sheldon Praiser (Treasurer), Bob 
Trausch (Vice President), Kathy Weeks (Food Program Coordi-
nator), Charles Withuhn (Tiny Homes Project Coordinator) 

Keep up to date with all things CHAT! To 
receive email news updates from us, 

please send your address to 
info@chicohousingactionteam.net. 

FURNITURE DONATIONS  

We at CHAT appreciate donations of gently-
used furniture and household items, when 
space is available in our warehouse. When we 
bring new residents into a program, they often 
have little or no household items or furniture. 
With these donations, our residents start build-
ing a not just a roof over their heads, but a real 
home. Our needs vary from time to time, but 
we usually need dressers and new or almost-
new beds. If you have something to donate, 
please take a photo of it and email it to us at 
info@chicohousingactionteam.net. 
 

Thank you!  

“MR. & MRS. CLAUS” DELIVER  

Benson, a resident of CHAT’s Harmony House, and Harmony 
House case manager Norma Wilcox delivered food to home-
less encampments at Christmastime. Benson was one of 
CHAT’s first residents and continues helping and advocating 
for people who are homeless, as he once was.  

mailto:info@chicohousingactionteam.net
https://www.facebook.com/chicohousingactionteam/
https://www.facebook.com/chicohousingactionteam/
http://www.chicohousingactionteam.net/
https://www.instagram.com/chico_housing_action_team/
https://www.instagram.com/chico_housing_action_team/
https://twitter.com/ChicoHousAction
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCd_dDVqD5w2mwRfjHZub3dQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCd_dDVqD5w2mwRfjHZub3dQ
mailto:info@chicohousingactionteam.net
mailto:info@chicohousingactionteam.net


We are always grateful for donations and the gen-
erous financial support our community has given 
to CHAT from the start. 

 
However, there is something else we receive from 
our supporters. So often, donors include a note 
with their gift, thanking us for our work. This is 
something that could be taken for granted, but it 
encourages us and spurs us to work even harder 
to move individuals and families from living in 
shelters, in vehicles, and on the streets to CHAT’s 
safe, supportive housing. 

 
Here are some examples of the kind, thoughtful 
notes we’ve received: 

 
"CHAT is the real deal - they get people housed 
and stable. They work from a place of caring and 
kindness. Their work makes our community better 
for all of us." 

Donating "because of the success and love built into 
everything CHAT does." 
 

From a monthly donor: "Out of appreciation for hav-
ing a roof over my head and out of compassion for 
my fellow human beings, I want to help alleviate their 
suffering in all the ways I can, including donating." 
 

Giving in support "of the important work you are do-
ing to help people secure affordable housing in Chico 
and then providing for them to be successful in their 
new home. The dedication and resourcefulness of 
CHAT is inspiring. Thank you!" 
 

“You should be proud of yourselves…you are helping 
to solve the problem...one person at a time and one 
house at a time.” 
 

Donation made in memory of recently deceased hus-
band, “Bless all your good work!” 
 

And finally, from a CHAT resident: "Thank you for all 
you do every week for the hungry and us Camp Fire 
Survivors! You truly care and it shows in the food you 
bring us. Thank you so very much. We appreciate this 
blessing and look forward to it."  
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KIND WORDS 
FROM CHAT DONORS  

CHICO HOUSING ACTION TEAM 
PO BOX 4868 
CHICO, CA 95927  


