Tiny Home Shelter Coming for Behavioral Health Clients!
CHAT is excited to announce an important collaboration with Butte County Behavioral Health to create and manage a tiny house shelter project in Chico. CHAT work with Behavioral Health and the Department of Employment and Social Services to
ensure that 15 to 20 Behavioral Health clients who
currently lack housing will have a safe place to stay
while receiving that agency’s services.
The site is owned by the County and is adjacent to
Behavioral Health offices on Cohasset Road. Behavioral Health counselors will refer to the shelter clients they believe will benefit from the structure
and support provided by such a living situation. The
tiny home shelter units will serve as a temporary
home base for residents as they receive daily case
management and other needed services, and work
toward independence and stability. The shelter will
also provide a sense of community through group
meetings, counseling, planned activities, and sharing of chores. Supervision will be provided around
the clock, and case managers will be on site daily.
Bob Trausch, CHAT Operations and Facilities Manager, noted, “The village will help reduce the pressure in our parks and downtown areas, and on our
hospitals, police, and fire responders, and save significant money for our community, while improving health and safety outcomes for some of our
most vulnerable citizens.”
The village will consist of 15 to 20 tiny home units,
with communal laundry, kitchen, and shower facilities. Five tiny houses already have been built, by
Proframe Construction, Conroy Construction, Bell
Construction, Chico State Tiny House Club, and Chico Country Day School students. Five more custom
made shelter units are on order; these will require
volunteer labor to finish them. Many individuals
and organizations have donated money to sponsor
CHAT tiny house units.

At the future site of Everhart Village: CHAT Acting Executive
Director Leslie Johnson with CHAT Board members (l. to r.): Bill
Kurnizki, Bob Trausch, and Charles Withuhn

The shelter units will have electricity, running water,
porches, and flush toilets. A grant is in the works to cover
infrastructure costs, but additional funds will need to be
raised for communal facilities, staffing, and operations.
At the future site of Everhart Village (l. to r.): CHAT Board members
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memory of long-time Chico activist Dan Everhart. Dan, who
passed away a couple of years ago, was central to the beginning of the CHAT organization. Dan called together
some friends in November 2013 to discuss solutions for
homelessness. Within days, an extreme cold spell hit Chico, and Dan decided to open up the Peace & Justice Center
at night to shelter unhoused people who were in danger of
dying from the freezing weather. The makeshift shelter
filled up quickly and stayed busy for eight days. CHAT was
launched, and it hasn’t slowed down yet.
The target date for completion is early 2021, although it is
hoped to get the first phase operational sooner, so residents can be inside during as much of the winter as possible. CHAT believes this innovative program will create life
changing opportunities for homeless members of our community who struggle with mental illness, and who need
this extra help to transition into secure housing, and a stable and productive life.
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WHY TINY HOMES?
By Charles Withuhn, CHAT Tiny Homes
Coordinator
We have a shelter crisis: a severe lack of lowincome housing. This crisis rivals Covid-19. In Chico currently more people have died on the streets
than have died from Covid. And this crisis, postCamp Fire, will last longer than the pandemic. Our
shelter crisis is the most urgent human tragedy to
hit the streets and parks of Chico in my lifetime.
An effective response to our current shelter crisis
would be to follow the tiny home village model
that is working in other towns. These villages potentially offer the most amount of homes, in the
least amount of time, for the least amount of
money. Tiny home villages are working in such
cities as San Jose, Medford, Eugene, Portland, and
Los Angeles. The mayor of Sacramento said his
city will fund 500 tiny homes. The TinyHouse.org
(Long Beach) website states, “While people who
are homeless wait for affordable housing to be
built, allowing them to wait in the gutter...is
wrong and inhumane.”
Tiny home villages are an effective response to
our crisis in multiple ways: 1. Environmental: Less
camping in our waterways; 2. Sustainability: Lower energy demand per person than in traditional
housing; 3. Economy: a tiny home can be built for
as little as 3% of the cost of a typical apartment.
People living only on Social Security can't afford
most “low-income” housing; 4. Speed: Shelter
delayed is shelter denied. Tiny homes can built in
about eight weeks; 5. Mental Health: The annual
rate from 911 calls in Portland’s Dignity Village is
less per capita than the citywide average; 6. Socially: Tiny home village residents typically develop relationships with each other similar to extended families. These relationships help people
gain confidence that helps them transition to permanent housing; 7. Public Health: Tiny homes

CHAT IS HOUSING 164 PEOPLE
As of this newsletter’s publication, CHAT is
providing affordable housing for 162 people at
49 locations in Chico – houses, duplexes, apartments, and trailers. For each program listed below, CHAT holds the master lease and pays all
landlords each month. Participants pay a low
monthly fee to help recoup rents and other
costs.
Housing Now – Houses both individuals and families. The first house opened in 2015. 34 locations, 79 adults, 18 children
HUSH (Hand Up Supportive Housing) —
Supported by a State grant, participants are very
low income families who pay no more than 30%
of their income in fees. They receive extensive
case management, with the goal of the family
gaining financial planning skills to transition to
permanent housing. 12 locations, 18 adults, 36
children
Redwood Housing – In collaboration with California State University, Chico we are providing
homes to un-housed and low-income students. 2
locations, 8 students
CHAMP – This program has helped house more
than 30 households by providing landlord incentives and financial assistance to Camp Fire survivors who have difficulty getting into housing.
Program staff are working with more than 50 additional households who are on housing wait
lists. CHAT manages 2 of the houses, which have
5 residents.

allow more people to self-isolate, which makes our
community more pandemic resistant.
We have a crisis. We're moving ahead with Everhart
Village (see article, page 1) and invite you to support
our plans for tiny home villages, now and in the future, in partnership with the City and County. Working together we can make a major impact.
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CHAT MOURNS LOSS OF GREG HUBBELL

addition, he worked with residents in CHAT houses.
He was able to forge a special connection with residents, as he was homeless on the streets of Chico for
two years.
Board Member Sheldon Praiser recalls, “Greg played
an important and central role in supporting the house
residents who were providing hospice for another
resident who was dying of cancer. Greg would deliver
medications each day for the resident in charge of
dispensing them and assisted with any questions or
issues. This was one example of Greg’s support and
commitment which was immensely appreciated by all
the residents in that house.”
In addition to CHAT, Greg was active in the Occupy
movement and served on the Board of Directors of
the local ACLU chapter. Leslie Johnson, CHAT’s Executive Director, worked with him on both the ACLU and
CHAT Boards.
“Greg provided great perspectives at our meetings,”
Leslie said. “He was usually quiet, but when he would
speak up, people tended to stop talking and listen,
because he always had good points to make. He was
incredibly dedicated to the cause of social justice.”

Photo by Bill Mash.

It is with great sadness that we report the passing
of CHAT Board member Greg Hubbell. Greg died
on June 1 at the age of 52.
Greg was raised in Sacramento and graduated
from Sacramento High School. He also attended
Sacramento State University. He worked in computer programming.
Greg was involved in the very beginnings of CHAT,
in the winter of 2013-2014, when a record cold
wave hit Chico. He and others brought people in
off the streets, to sleep on the floor of the Chico
Peace & Justice Center. He attended the meetings
that resulted in CHAT’s formation. Greg was a
dedicated volunteer at the Safe Space winter
shelter, often working the overnight shift.
Greg served on the CHAT Board for many years. In

“Greg was one of the first people I got to know at
CHAT,” said Board member Nancy Park. “He had a
wonderful, droll sense of humor and was very kind.
He was a truly brilliant and caring person. I miss him
very much.”
If you wish to donate to CHAT in Greg’s memory,
please see the “How to Donate” information on page
6 this newsletter. Please note that your gift is a memorial to Greg.

FEATURED VIDEO—FOOD PROGRAM
Our friends Stacey and Gerard at Respectful
Revolution continue to produce excellent videos about CHAT activities. This issue’s video features our food distribution program. Here’s the
YouTube link: https://youtu.be/ahlf-wWnpu0 .
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FROM BOSNIA TO CHAT

am troubled by what is happening here. It looks a lot
like before the war broke out in Bosnia-Herzegovina.
People tend to be quiet about the danger, thinking
they can avoid it. But it is like a cancer, and sooner or
later it will come to them.”
Dijana began her job as CHAT’s first-ever Finance
Manager on July 1. She is impressed by the organization. “CHAT is a big family – a family that actually
functions. We’re all on the same page.” She enjoys
using her skills for a good cause: “Being an accountant, it is hard to find work where I can at least indirectly contribute to something that is helping others
to change their lives. I can do that at CHAT.”

CHAT’s Finance Manager, Dijana Fazlic, is happy to
be working for an organization that assists unhoused people. Part of the reason is she has been
through difficult times in her own life.

As we welcome Dijana, we extend a big THANK YOU
to Kim Kurnizki, who has been handling almost all
CHAT finances as a volunteer. Kim, we’re so happy
you finally have some help!

Dijana was born and raised in Bosnia and Herzegovina, but fled in 1991 due to the ethnic wars
and militarization of her home country. She was
living in a state of fear. “I know what it means to
be stranded and helpless,” she says. “It is not
pretty. And very few have the power to pull themselves out of it without anyone’s help.”
Her brother went to Germany to avoid being
drafted into the military and Dijana followed him.
She eventually got her mother out of the country.
Dijana lived in Germany for five years and had legally entered the country, but it was difficult to
get work. She says, “No one wanted us there.”
Eventually, she came to the United States, where
she already had family.
Dijana has always worked in finance. When she
came to the U.S., she earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees in accounting from CSU, Chico. She
teaches at Butte College.
Although Dijana has been settled in the U.S. for
many years, she is starting to feel frightened
again. Looking at the current situation here with
police violence and discrimination, she notes. “I

Don Francis – Another CHAT Artist
We keep discovering more artists and writers among
our CHAT residents. Here, Don Francis stands next to
one of his paintings, which hangs in a Chico business.
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CHAT STATEMENT IN SOLIDARITY
We at Chico Housing Action Team stand in solidarity
with the Black Lives Matter movement and support
the movement’s ongoing efforts to end police brutality against African Americans, and all forms of institutional racism in our nation. We continue to be awed
and inspired by the unity, creativity, and perseverance
of this movement, and especially by the amazing energy that young people have brought to bear on this
struggle for justice.

CHAT’S PLANS TO FOSTER
DIVERSITY & INCLUSION
CHAT has issued a statement of support and solidarity
with the Black Lives Matter movement, which is printed
elsewhere on this page.
As a follow-up to this statement, CHAT has formed a committee, with the acronym of IDEA (Inclusion, Diversity, Education, Accessibility). The purpose of the committee is to
solicit the counsel and participation of underserved and
discriminated against communities in all aspects of CHAT's
functions. Among the communities we plan to better serve
are people of color, people who identify as LGBTQI, and
people with physical and mental disabilities.
So far, our IDEA group is pursuing the following
measures:
•

We will establish regular trainings for all CHAT staff,
volunteers and board members, to cover such issues
as: disability access and inclusion; increased diversity
in all areas of CHAT; unconscious bias; and cultural
competency.

•

We are compiling a list of community leaders and
organizations to whom we will reach out and maintain ongoing relationships. This will allow us to hear
what the housing needs are in these communities
and help us cast a wider net for referrals when we
are recruiting employees, board members, and volunteers.

•

We will translate our printed materials into Spanish.
We have reached out to California State University,
Chico faculty for assistance in finding culturally competent translators.

There will be more to do as time goes on. For now, we are
excited about exploring and implementing measures that
will move us more toward “walking the walk,” and beyond
“talking the talk”!

As an organization dedicated to ensuring affordable
housing for all in our community, we believe housing
is central to human dignity, and the lack of access to
decent housing is a reflection of the economic inequities so prevalent throughout our country. Housing,
like the criminal justice system, is an area where racist
policies, written and unwritten, have had a huge impact on the quality of life for African American people
throughout our nation’s history. CHAT sees its role as
ensuring, to the greatest extent possible, that everyone in our community has access to decent housing
they can afford.

CHAT has begun, and will continue to review, our own
policies and procedures to ensure that our hiring and
employment practices, as well as our housing management practices, are equitable toward AfricanAmericans and other people of color. We will seek to
better educate ourselves about unconscious bias. We
will actively look for opportunities to reach out more
to communities of color to learn how we can lend our
support and work collaboratively toward our common
goals. We will be more vocal in our advocacy for economic, racial, and housing justice in our community.

We are living through unique and challenging times. It
feels as though we are in the midst of a real shift,
where historical racism and injustice finally are being
openly recognized, acknowledged, and addressed in
practical ways. We are hopeful the momentum will
continue throughout the country, with important
changes, large and small, in every community. As Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. said, “The arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice.” CHAT aspires, in our small way, to be a meaningful part of this
exciting transformation.
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HERE’S HOW YOU
CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE
It is through your partnership with CHAT that individuals and families obtain and retain housing and
stability. There are many ways to help:
Furniture: We maintain a warehouse so we
can set up individuals and families in their
new homes. Our needs vary, but we always
need dressers. Please, no used mattresses.
Call Bill, 228-1462.
Vehicles, running or not. Call Bob, 518-8509.
Property that we can purchase for a reasonable price or a landlord willing to rent to us.
Call Bob, 518-8509.
Financial donations by card may be made
through the CHAT website at https://
www.chicohousingactionteam.net/ (click
on the yellow “DONATE ONLINE” Box). If
you prefer to write a check, please make it
payable to “CHAT” and send it to us at P.O.
Box 4868, Chico, CA 95927
Sustaining donors – these supporters donate a
set amount every month. There are two
ways to become a monthly donor: (1) Go
to the CHAT website at https://
www.chicohousingactionteam.net/ and
click on the yellow “DONATE ONLINE” box.
You will see an option to set up monthly
recurring donations from your credit or
debit card; or (2) have your bank automatically send us a check from your account
each month. You will need to give them
our account number and routing number –
to obtain those numbers, email
nballpark@comcast.net.
Volunteer – For volunteer opportunities email
Angela, our Volunteer Coordinator, at risdon2@comcast.net.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Chico Housing Action Team’s mission is to ensure that everyone in our community has access
to housing they can afford.

WHO WE ARE
Chico Housing Action Team (CHAT) is a non-profit, 501(c)(3)
organization, 530-520-6412, PO Box 4868, Chico CA, 95927,
info@chicohousingactionteam.net.
Facebook Pages: Chico Housing Action Team & CHAT Simplicity Village; Website: www.chicohousingactionteam.net/
CHAT Staff: Mark Alvidrez, Housing Coordinator; Kendra
Bonner, House Manager; Dijana Fazlic, Finance Manager;
Amanda Gaylord, HUSH Program Case Manager; Jennifer
Haffner, CHAMP Program Case Manager; Dan Joseph,
Maintenance Assistant; Theresa O’Connor, Communications
Coordinator; Addison Winslow, Maintenance Assistant; TamRa Wich’Ma, CHAMP Program Coordinator.
Volunteer Staff: Leslie Johnson, Acting Executive Director;
Bob Trausch, Operations & Facilities Manager; Charles
Withuhn, Tiny Homes Project Coordinator; Bill Kurnizki,
Maintenance & Warehouse Coordinator; Kim Kurnizki,
Bookkeeping; Nancy Park, “Housing Action” Editor; Kathy
Weeks, Food Coordinator; Angela Risdon, Volunteer Coordinator.
CHAT Board of Directors: Bill Kurnizki (President), Alan
Mittman (Vice President), Sheldon Praiser (Treasurer), Nancy
Park (Secretary), Ron Aker, Lorraine Forster, Dan Joseph,
Stevi Mittman, Bob Trausch, Kathy Weeks, Charles Withuhn.

